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Transcript of teacher comments (originally handwritten) on Student 1 Grade Sheet: 
 
 I know the watercolors were not your favorite at first, but I hope you learned to love 
them! You did an outstanding job at persisting and working hard to master the media, much like 
you did with the charcoal self-portrait last semester. It was great that you kept test strips of 
paper nearby while painting to experiment with different brush techniques and color mixing. 
  
 The cropping of the composition is interesting and draws the viewer into the space, 
making us feel like we are inside the lion’s den. Your value drawing could have been developed 
further – there were a few times while painting that you seemed unsure of how to proceed in 
areas that were not well-defined in your planning drawing. Remember, the planning drawing is a 
tool to help you paint!  
 
 You created a lifelike, furry texture on the lion and great realism in the face and neck by 
using a wide range of values! Oppositely, the area between the paws with the lion cub seems a 
bit underdeveloped. You could have added some more contrast with darker values there to 
achieve a greater amount of detail and bring that area to life. 
 
 During the course of working on this painting your patience and ability grew and grew. 
Remember, practice makes perfect, and I think we saw that the more you practiced with the 
watercolors, the more confidence you gained and the more you enjoyed the result! I hope you 
keep working with watercolors – I know incredible things will happen! 
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